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WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY
BouNGA CuLTURAL RESOURCES CENTER

Join Us!
Wright State University's Bolinga Cultural Resources
Center provides a variety of special programs, activities,
and student organizations that celebrate your individual
cultural identity while fostering lasting friendships among
all groups of people.

Bolinga Cultural Resources Center

The

Bolinga Cultural Resources Center opened on
January 15, 1971, as a tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
It is in the spirit of bolinga, the Lingala word for love, that
we extend an invitation for you to join the Bolinga family.
The center promotes cultural diversity on campus and in
the community through a variety of programs, activities,
and forums, and provides academic and personal support
to black students. The center is located in 129 Millett Hall
on Wright State University's main campus.

Cultural Activities
The Bolinga Center sponsors a series of speakers,
programs, forums, and other activities throughout the
year. Listed below are several of these activities:
Minority scholars speakers series. The center, in
conjunction with academic departments, hosts visiting
minority scholars for lectures or other programs.
Community speakers series. Minority and other speakers
from the Dayton community address various topics.
Film series. The center presents films that focus on
minority and Third World issues.
Writers workshop. In conjunction with the Paul
Laurence Dunbar Library, the Bolinga Center develops
student writers.

"Education is our
passport to the future,
for tomorrow belongs to
the people who prepare
for it today."
Malcolm X

The Paul Laurence Dunbar Writers Workshop

The

Paul Laurence Dunbar Writers Workshop is a joint
program of the Paul Laurence Dunbar Library and the
Bolinga Center. The workshop identifies, promotes, and
develops writers. In addition, it acknowledges the works of
established black writers. During workshops, participants
read from their work or from the work of others, then
discuss the works.
The workshop encourages all styles of writing, including
poetry, essay, fiction, autobiography, and drama . Although
the workshop was established to foster creative writing
among Wright State University's black students, it is open
to all other members of the university community as well
as the greater Dayton community.

"If you can show me
how I can become a part
of your world, without
losing that which is
uniquely my own, then I
will not only sing your
praises, but I will help
the desert bear fruit."
Ralph Ellison

Peer Supportive Services Program
Through the Peer Supportive Services Program (PSSP),
the Bolinga Center facilitates the personal and academic
adjustment of minority students. PSSP consists of three
services:

MODELS (Mentors Offering Direction, Encouragement, and
Leadership Strategies)
Black Men on the Move
Tutoring

The MODELS Program
The MODELS (Mentors Offering Direction,
Encouragement, and Leadership Strategies) program was
developed in fall 1986 to promote the adjustment
of first-year minority students to the Wright State
University community and facilitate their retention
and graduation.
The program also recognizes the importance of a well
rounded education. Mentors not only promote academic
success, but also attend a variety of extracurricular
activities and cultural events with students, including
campus and community lectures, forums, and artistic
events that encourage growth and enrichment. Mentors
also participate with students in various quarterly
community and campus projects.

Black Men on the Move
Black Men on the Move promotes academic achievement
among the black undergraduate male population at Wright
State. Regularly sponsored group meetings allow black
males the opportunity to network with each other.

Additionally, black alumni, professionals, and
community leaders and Wright State University faculty and
administrators address the group. Other supportive
services provided include: tutoring, counseling, stud y skills
advice, and group study sessions. The group also
participates in activities off campus, networking with
organizations that aid students' personal and professional
growth.

Tutoring
In conjunction with the University Division, PSSP
sponsors in-house tutorials for a number of courses,
including such areas as math, science, and the social
sciences. Each quarter the center disseminates information
about its tutorials to the university community.
"I believe in the black
man. I believe that he
has the brain power, the
heart power, the soul
power, to equal in every
enterprise or activity any
other man on the face of
this globe, and to match
him accomplishment for
accomplishment and
ability for ability."
Rev. Leon H. Sullivan

"There are no losers
where there has been
spirited participation;
and enthusiastic effort
will always result in
growth and rich
extension."
Gwendolyn Brooks

Student Groups

Black Student Union
Founded at Wright State University on January 13, 1982,
the Black Student Union helps black and other students
obtain the most from their time at Wright State.

Association of Black Business Students
Founded at Wright State University in fall 1986, this
organization strengthens the relations between black
students and the business community. This is
accomplished by promoting academic excellence,
professional and personal development, and cultural
awareness.

Student Chapter of NAACP
This organization was founded in fall 1982 and became a
national chapter on April 11, 1983. It keeps students
informed about political issues and promotes the
advancement of blacks in the Wright State community and
in the Dayton area.

Society of Black Engineers and Scientists
Founded at Wright State in fall 1984, the Society of Black
Engineers and Scientists is a chapter of the National
Society of Black Engineers and Scientists, which was
founded at Purdue University in 1967. Over 3,500 students
at more than 120 schools throughout the country make up
this organization, which promotes engineering and
academic excellence and works for the advancement of
ethnic minority engineers in professional industry.

The Wright State University Black Gospel Choir
The Wright State University Black Gospel Choir was
founded in October 1987 to give students a sense of
culture. The thirty-five-member organization boasts a
repertoire of spirituals and contemporary gospel music and
is open to all Wright State University students. The choir
unites minority students, and interacts with the Dayton
community and with other organizations and universities .
"Our cultural patterns
are an amalgam of black
and white. Our destinies
are tied together. There
is no separate black
path to power that does
not have to intersect
with white roots.
Somewhere along the
way the two must join
together, black and
white together, we shall
overcome, and I still
believe."
Martin Luther King, Jr.

255400/SE88/2M

Wright State
University
Bolinga Cultural
Resources Center
Dayton, Ohio 45435
513/873-2086

